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AHILYABAI HOLKAR 

Malharrao Holkar of Maiwa, in Central India, was so impressed by 
the religious devotion and regal beoring of eight-year-old Ahilya, 
tbat he decided to make her his daughter‘in*law. A decision he never 
regretted. 

Recognizing her abilities, Malharrao trained the young girl in the art 
of statesmanship and trusted her enough to leave the administration 
in her hands when he went on military expeditions. Then, in a series 
of misfortunes, Ahilya lost her husband, father-in-law and son. The 
brave queen took charge and turned Maiwa into a contented and 
prosperous kingdom. So much so that even the British, whom she 
opposed steodfastly, praised her as a truly great ruler. 
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IT me> THE YEfle 1/55 /).D. mmiDRI^ftO HOLKAR ftND H/c, AAPK, 

ON the/r imv HOAf)E FROM ft TOUR OF THE COUNTRY THEV /Sr^f=r> 

Tuc HftD QflTHERED FOR 

THE EVENIN& PRf)YER5, H LITTLE 6IRL ENTERED 
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AKWR CHITRA KATHA 




OF THEM 



AHILYABAI HOLKAR 



SPELLBOUND WITH 
PlDtAiPPVON. - 


HOW 

PEVOUT! WH/^r 
/V\0PE£>TY! 5UCH 
ARI5TOCRATJC 
/V\ANfSER6 AND 
BEARIN6 f 




; mBLHFlRRBO fmOE P\ OEOeiON. 


6HE 6HALL BECOME MY PAU6HTER-IN-LAW, 
WHOEVER. 6HE MAY BE. IN ALL THE COUNTRY 
I HAVE NOT COME ACRO&S» ONE LIRE HER. 
5HE 15 THE WIFE /WY WAYWARD 50N 
RHANPERAO NEED5. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



NOT WILLINO TO WB^TE f) /VIOMENT, HE 
TiPPROTiCHED zW/W/røi// /iND SECURED 


I 



^ THE 
/ AL/VWN/V: SHOWG 
THE FOUF?T£ENTH 
DfKSOENiPii TO BE 
THE /V\05T AUBPI- 
CIOU5. 


WHEN &H/^LL \ 
WE ARK/^HGe 
THE WEDDiNøf 



SO OV Al/jy /4. /755 aHlLV/)SHl me> mhRRlEO TO k:H/)NDER/HD 


|L^ 

r 

* r 4 


MM 


rr^ 

J ■ Vj 





øO/Vr/CHILD, 
WITH MY BLE96IN65 
M/HY BOTH 

F/^MILIE& BE 
PROUD OF YOU ! 


AHILYABAI HOLKAR 









































































































































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


50 B£(bf\N /)tifL y/)*5 TRf^fNIN(b UNDtV /Y\f)LHf)RRf)0. 





f‘PF)RT FR!CW\ THFiT 5HE OFTEN TOLD HIAn 5TOR165 FROfY) THE EPfC5 BND (bENTVy 



AHIUYABAI Hf^LKAR 


mo W/TH HER mVENCE 5HE 5CX)N 
BRCHMHT nFOUT /? CHaN&t' IN 
KHnNDERPtO. 


AHILYA mbhOaZEWtO 
WHf Rf I HAD FAILED. ►rMANDERAO 
hIAS ACTUAI LY EX.PRQ55LD A WI5H TO 
JOIN /V\E IN MY CAMPAIØN6. 



THEN IN 17^5 /) 50N, AA/fLER^O, 
tVAe eORN 7V THEN\... 





AS THE mye PHS^D /V)/)LHARRHO*e 
aFFECTiON HNO REBPECJ FOR 

aHiLiasai increased. 


FROM THE CWY 6H£ &TEPPE 
INTO OUR HOUSEHOLD 
60TH,MY KJNOCX^M AND 
[ I HAVE PROSPERED. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


f^hULyf) H/\D 8EEN QUICK. TO S650K8 8LL THEiT fV\hLHf)RR80 TBUeHT HER. 
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AHILYABAI HOLKAR 




5HE ms 30 JUST THE)T E\/EN HER OWH SON W8S NOT SPElRED. O (&OD, WHV 


15 


SON 


MY 


PEVIJI...DEVIJMT5 H/RPPENED 
AOAIN. 5EE. 5CORPIONS IN 
OUR WATER. POTS. > 


SO 


BRINØ AV\LERAO TtJ 
ME.THIS TI/>AE HE 
WILL BE 
w WHIPPED. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



HOW Pf?OUD I AM OF >CHAnD£RAO- 
HE l£> NOW A FIT 6UCCE550R. AND 
ALL BECAU5E OF AHILYA... 


åHlLya OFTf/V JONED f^ND KHaNDERf\0 ON EXPEOmONS 

THEy WERE LPVlNe SlE^E TO SUPfkJmPL PiT FORT tCHUfVSBeRt FLO! 
R/k^HORF. MFDhAvRPO PESHiVB'e> UNCLE~ 






* 





MaLHARRBO LOST CONTROL OkER HtMSELF. HE RfiN BERSERK - RFiSHOBB AND 

/OnviTO C^Dr^OC, TGitrm TT-» rn:/—rr-tni»., I JIM». 
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AHILYABAI HOLKAR 



AHILyP CBME RUNNING FRO/V\ THE OPPOS/TE DIRECTfON 


WHY HAVE YOU LEFT 
ME? WHAT \S LIFE TO 
ME NOW ? FOR WHOM 
5HOULD I LIVE? 



iVHEN HE SAW BHILVA 6REBK DOWN, 
MALHARRBO CONTROLLED HIS OWN 
GR!EF, HE TRIED TO CON SOLE HI5 

DAU&HTERHN-LAW AS 

SHE CRIED HER HEART 
OUT. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



NOU C/^NNOT 
LEAVE ME 
ALONE. 

TAKE 
PITV ON 
■mi& OLD 


LOOfi£D Hm 



■) * 

jipB 

B 1 r 1 1 
* kl L 1 t 


1 1" 1 
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11 1 il VVticSC 


c 


/ 


LON6 


V- 


I HAVE 0ELFI3HLY DWELT ON 
MY OWN AøONV. MY FATHER-IN- 
LAW 15 OLDi MV CHILDREN 
YOUNø.THEY NEED ME.IF 
I PERFORM 5ATI IT WOULD BE 
FOR. MY 5ELFI5H ENDS-MY 
OWN SALVATION. BUT IF I LIVE, 
I CAN BE A SOURCE OF 
5TRENØTH NOT ONLY TO 
My OWN FAMILY BUT 
TO TME PEOPLE. 


S 
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AHJLYABAI HOLKAR 


FATHER , I HAVE 
DECIDEO NOT TO 
PERFORM 5ATI. 

I 5HALL 
LIVE FOR THE 
SERVICE OF 

OTHERS. 



I AM (dRATEFUL 
TO YOUjAHILYA. 
I AM VERY 
øRATEFUL. 




AHILYA,PR0MI5£ me THAT 
WHATEVER HAPPEN5,Y0U 
WILL TAKE CARE OF 

V OUR KINøDOM. ^ 


AS mf)LHPiRR/)0 eRBW OLDER-,HE REUED MORE EiND nnORE ON AAVaVA 


I PROMI5E, 
FATHER» 


tN 1766 WHEN R/^(3H03S, THE PESHWFi^e UNCLE, WENT TO REeBfN THE P^STieE 
THEV HHD LOST flT THE BATTLE OF FDNIPHT IN I76f, TmLHFRRhO WENT WTH HåM. 
MBHBOJf SCJND/H OF S^V/^L/OR ,TOO, W/^3 WtTH THEN\- 

















































































































































A?*'AR CHITRA KATHA 




A5 LONØ A9 I AM 
ALIVE , l’LL &EE 
THAT THE HOLKAfe 
LINE 15 UNHARMED 


hWnDuI TQUCHED, 
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AHILYABAI HOLKAR 


mLERBO UNFORTUmTELy WFS 
EiBNORmaL.FHILVFI WROTE TO Hm 
A5 500N BS fmLHBRRfiO DfED — 





Hie ILLNESS 5FPPED HIS l/ERY LIFE 

PiHiLYP WPS HEFiPT- - Wmm 

BPOKEN. i -r—-' 



imilå 


w>3 Æ y 

T Æ 

Wmvfli 







BUT SNE DID NOT HP\/E THE TIME EVEN 
JO ePJEVE FOR HER SON. 


HOW I WI5H I COULO ØO AWAV TO 
THE PEACE OF THE H/MAL A YA 5 FOR 
50ME TIME...BUT NO- 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


5HE åOLELY ^£5PONS/BL£ FOR. HER 
kJN<bDOM NOW. 


eHE ØHVE ORDERS 





WHILE tVF3 BUSy BE HR!NO THE 

BURDEN OF BDMlNiSTR/)TlON /)T INDORE, 
RAOHOBB,THE PESHWFi^e UNCLE.ms 

ar ujjFUN. 


RAøHOftAJI 
HERE 16 a 
PERSONAL 
/V\E56AØE 
FRCW\ 
6AN6ACHAP 
CHANDRACHUO. 



AHfLrABAi HCl<AF 

r 



ar LaøT Raenosa^e OREanss seemed jo be cominø true. he ’^jrned to hio 



6ET THE INFAINTRY AND GAVALRY 
READY IMAAEDIATELY. I WANT 
AN AR/V\Y OF 50,000. WE WILL 
\ LEAVe TOMORROW NI6HT. 


17 


































































































































































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





n i‘* Norinf p hv ihi^ i>rn 

NAIIPN fM.AT HY JMl (.>K*Ari 0 \ 

Al A^U if ir V, AMil Vlivu P/l‘. l.> Al I 

idk’ rm 



AHILYABAI HOLKAR 





i^EAlly! wh 
\ij MC V f‘K>W cAIN 
>Oll ACCU6t: 
Arsvtk.H>v wiiHonr 
































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HERE IT 15! THE LETTER. 

that øANeosa wrote 

TO RAGHOa*^. 

I /V\AINA6£r> TO GET 

it from RAøHOBA’6 

A55l5TArST BY 
BRIBINØ HIM. 




,0 ift 

ir 


■ ff 









WELL OONE! 
GAN60BA WILL 
CERTAlfNLY BE 
PUNISHED. 










<B9 


SATAVi 




i HE 41£S56VG5>0 HE5fT^ rED. 



NOW. ^HrtT 15 ) PEVIJI,THE 

VW0RRYIN6 VOuf / PE5HWA ARA^Y 




OH ! SENP f OR. 
rUKOJI. I WILL 
SEE HIM IN the 
INNER CHAMBER. 
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AHILYABAI HOLKAR 



/ TUKOJLYOOARE ^ 
\ MY A8LE LIEUTEN- 
^ AINT. RA6HOBA 

W \ WANT6 TD PLAY 
Jff ^ MI&CHIEF. 6ET 

ready, 


WY/EA' TUKOJf C/)/y)£- 




/)T THE COURT OF mDHRVRfK) 


WRITE TO AHILYABAI THAT 
WE DISAPPROVE OF RA6H00A’s 
ACTION. LE r HER PUNI&H 
r\ ALL WHO COME IN HER 
V W WAY. ^ 



WHEN THE MESsaOE REf^CHEO FlU/LYRa/i/ aT iUDORE - 


* ØHRIMANT HAS øl VEN (JS 
HIS FULL SUPPOPr. NOW \A 


MAY FløHT FOR WHAT IS 
RIØHTFULLY OURS. 




THE PEbHWa. 



























































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



ar ujj/iiN, ON me banks of the 


TH/^r 16 QUfTE 
/^N ARMV. 


5ARtCAR, RAøHOBA’6 ARMV 
16 REPORTED TO ØE 
50,000 5TRO(N6. 


SET HIM FREE.60 BACK. AND TELL 

RA0H06A THAT IF HE AND 
HI5 ARMV CR066 THE 
K:SHIPRA,IT 


f- 6ARKAR,WE FOUND Hl/V\ 
MIDIN6 BEHIND THE 
TENT. HE 16 FROM THE y 
PE6HWA’6 ARA^Y. 












AHILYABAI HOLKAR 



60 THAT "6 WHAT TU^COJI 
5AY6,CXDE5 HE f HE 
V WILL LEARN... 


IN RAenOBA^ f 

camp- - -' 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


“..I AM PRER^RED TO FløHT '^OUR 
ARMV. PLEA&E REMEMØER-, HOWEVER, 
THAT IF I lose, NOBODV WILL TARE 
ANV NOTICE . BUT IF VOU LOSE AT 
THE HANDS OF A MERE WOMAN...^^ 
CONSlDER- THE CONSEQUENCES-.- 




NONSENSEl WHO 
TOLD AHILVADEVl 
WE HAVE COME TO 
FløHT ? (bO TELL 
HER THAT WE HAVE 

CO/V\E TO PAY A 
VISIT BECAUSE OF 
HER S0N’S DEATH. 
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AHILYABAI HOLKAR 



m/LV/^ THUS DEFERTED RAeHOBEi BV HER. CLEVERNESE> 

- _ __ 


THE AnEeaENSER Cm£ BflC/C TO BHtLVB *5 COURT- 


OH, I DIDN’T RNOW THAT IT 
WAS A PESHWA CUSTOM TO 
RAV A CONDOLENCE VISIT 
WITH A 50,000- 
STRONø ARMY. 



/H l766,PlHILyFiBBl SHIFTED HER CHRITPlL | 
FRON! IN DORE TO /VlBHESHiyFR, I 



BH/LyBBB! BUILT BND RENOVBTED MFlNy TEMPLE3 JN imHEDHmR ,5T/iRTED 

SBNSKRIT 3CHOOLS , ENCOURHOED THE BNOENT 
hRT OF WEaVINe, REVtVED THE FmOUS mhHEBHWHRf SHRlS.,, 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

■RE , THERE WERE /WWOA? DfSTURSENCEE 

THEV HAVE CUT AND 
TAKEN rAY HARVEST 
AWAY IN ONE 
V NlC)HTi 


WHUE 


/ ALL MY CASH WAS 
‘ ROB6ED WHILE 
I WAS TRAVEL LI N6. 


DhCOiTS V^ERE HftRA5&N(b PEOPLE. /VlAA/Y CO/Y)PLf)INTS> V^ERE COtAlNQ IN EVERV 
OPV. I- I ’ "Bi 'ii I 


WHAT IS TO BE DONE? 
HOW can I FIND A 
man who CAN 
TACRLE THIS 
NUI5ANCE...OH, 

1 have an ide a 




■ 9 ' 


1 


1 

t 

l 



1 

f 




AHILYABAI HOLKAR 



r 


MUKTA, MY HEART, YOLI KNOW 
HOW THE R06BERS ARE 
HARASSIN© OUR PEOPLE. 

I HAVE A PLAN IF YOU 
WILL AøREE. 


I WILL DO AS 
YOU WISH, 
MOTHER. 


BUT ONLY IF YOU 
SAY YES, DEAR... 






^/m 


I WILL OFFER MY ONLY 
DAU6HTER MUICTA6AI IN j£ 
MARRlAøE TO WHOEVER M 
CAN ROUND UP THE Æi 
DACOITS. ^ ~ 




»< 


HiW •'.‘ttHW 






:k. 




















































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



I WILL DO IT. I WILL 
NEED aO/V\E mOMEY 
AMD CO-OPERATIOM 
FROM OUR ARMV. 





r 





Æ V %L 









7H6 'iOUNTb M/W. VaSHWmTRfiO PHP.NSE, SUCCEEDED IN DEFEfITINe THE DPCOITS 



MU<ra&ai msep/ed to yasHwaNTRao, a brave but poor man. an/Lva epoke 

ANOTHER TRADITION- PRJNCEEEEe (^NLV 
maRRiEO 

PRINCES. 
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AHILYABAI HOLKAR 



K/N&DOAn STARTED 


aBOUT THie TIME y THE RAJPUTS / 

Ha Ra 53!Ne aniLya^s subjects. 


YOU ARE RULED ØY A WOMAN ! 5HAME! 
LOOK at OUR RULER5 - THE BRAVE 
RAJPUT6-THE CHANDRAVATS. i 




'k 



BRIN6 OUT YOUR ORMAMENTS 
AMD YOUR CASH. PAY YOUR 
RESPECTS TO THE CHAMDRAVATS. 


THEY HAVE BEEN (bOlNø 
TO ALL THE VILLA6ES. 

IT MU6T BE 5TOPPED. 


W/A//A/6 BATTLES WfTHOUT eOlNO TO THE 

«frøiT- OF THE CHFNDRflVflTS,. SHE (bflVE THEm 3/ rø*V/V5 
//V EKCHANeE FOR PEaCE. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



TUKCJI WPIS hmy WfTH THE HOLf^PiR. PRfV\y FI&HTINe /N THE NORTH. ^ 
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AHILYABAI HOLKAR 



EHlLVPi ftSSUmED THE CO/m\f)ND OF THE PR/VW PNO /VtPRCHED fXbfUNST THE 

CHFNDRfiVPTS. 



THE BflTTLE ms F/ERCE. PH/LVP^S 
PRMy <y/)3 vERy sfmLL. 



PiHlUhm LIVED TO RIPE OLD /)ea . her WORK /6 R£N\EN\eFRED TO THtS DfW. IN 

mrn ppRjb of iNoia^you will find n^onuments to fhilvp^s &EN£Roe?iTy fnd 

PIOUSNESS. 
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